
Joanne Caruso
zaccaroj@yahoo.com 
245 S. Swall Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
310-749-5220

Your Life
PROUD

I am most proud of my family. I have been blessed  
with a wonderful husband and two beautiful 
daughters.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

I am very fortunate to have had some wonderful 
experiences and opportunities throughout the past 
30 years, although I’m not sure any are particularly 
interesting to others. 
That said, in 2010, I was selected to be a member 
of California’s Access to Justice Commission, 
of which I am now vice-chair. This statewide 
commission is dedicated to improving access 
to our courts for all Californians, regardless of 
income, language ability, or location. 
After practicing in a large firm for over 25 years,  
I moved to my current position, where I have been 
privileged to travel extensively to locations around 
the world and meet so many interesting colleagues 
and lawyers from diverse backgrounds and to learn 
about legal systems outside the United States.  

SURPRISE

To help combat the stresses of work, I took up 
running and have now completed nine marathons, 
including the Boston Marathon, which was a goal 
of mine ever since attending Boston College. 

YOUR WORK

Jacobs Engineering Group
Vice president, global litigation
Pasadena, Calif. 

Practicing? Yes. Litigation.

YOUR FAMILY

Spouse Tom Zaccaro ’84 and daughters 
Christine (21) and Carolyn (19).

Tom and Joanne

FAVORITE LAW SCHOOL MEMORIES 

I will never forget the first day of Contracts class 
first year when Professor Berry started grilling 
students on questions about contract law and 
then proceeded, without any notes, to name every 
student in the class; but then he made the point 
that, despite it seeming that we were now part of 
what would be The Paper Chase, things were not 
always as they might appear. 
I also loved moot court and experiencing that with 
my great friend and classmate, Rick Sawin, and 
the criminal prosecution clinic where I learned 
some valuable lessons about preparing for a trial 
and examining a witness that I used throughout  
my practice. 
Of course, what stands out most to me are the 
friendships I made that continue to this day.

BEST REASON TO ATTEND BC LAW 

To obtain a first-class legal education in an 
atmosphere that emphasizes excellence, 
collegiality, and responsibility/service to others.

The winning client counseling team of Jenny Coleman 
and Joanne with their coach, Bob Smith. 

Tom, Christine, Carolyn, and Joanne



Mary Ellen Sowyrda
msowyrda@mhtl.com 
8 Presidents Road
Hingham, MA 02043
617-479-5000

Your Life
PROUD

I’m very proud of my kids, who are beginning 
their own careers. Katie taught at Hingham High 
School while finishing a masters program in 
education and just accepted a position at Hull High 
School as an English teacher (her dream job). 
Jenny is working for two local cable television 
stations, doing production, editing, and on-air 
work. They are both gaining experience in their 
chosen fields and enjoying their work. I’m also 
very proud of my husband of 28 years, who is 
a CFO at a private special education school in 
Assonet, Mass. I’m also proud to be continuing 
my work with school districts in the area of special 
education law, which I have been doing now for  
30 years.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

I continue to enjoy my practice at the same law 
firm I began with right after graduating from BC 
Law. Also, I enjoy dispute resolution opportunities 
as an alternative to litigation and have presented 
on this topic often. The small special education 
bar, of which I am a member, tends to follow this 
philosophy in our practice, which I believe greatly 
benefits our clients.

SURPRISE

I still love to run, and I compete in road races, 
including about three half-marathons per year.  
The great thing about competing in races at our 
age is that sometimes you can actually “win” in 
our age category, because no one else our age 
shows up!

FAVORITE LAW SCHOOL MEMORY 

There were so many friendly and supportive 
people—students and professors. I loved every 
class I took from Professor Houghteling, who 
was so smart and entertaining. I also enjoyed 
Professor Wayne Budd who taught Agency, and a 
first amendment class, taught (I think) by Professor 
Hughes.

BEST REASON TO ATTEND BC LAW 

Aside from obtaining an excellent legal education, 
to gain awareness of the many different ways to 
help people resolve their disputes and improve their 
lives and the lives of others. It sounds a little cliché, 
but it’s true!  

YOUR WORK

Murphy, Hess, Toomey & Lehane LLP 
Partner
300 Crown Colony Drive
Quincy, MA 02169

Practicing? Yes. I represent public school 
districts in the area of special education law 
and other student law issues.

YOUR FAMILY

Husband Bill and daughters Katie (25)  
and Jenny (23).

Our family on vacation in Cozumel: Bill, Jenny, Katie, and me. 

Lucia



David Curtin
dpcurtin@hotmail.com
68 Aberdare Gardens
London NW6 3QD
United Kingdom
(447801) 257263

YOUR WORK

Northern Trust
General counsel - International (retired) 
London

Practicing? No. Retired from law/banking.

YOUR FAMILY

Spouse Susan Cooksley.

Your Life
PROUD

My work with a primary school in Forest Gate  
in London.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Professionally, probably taking ICO Global 
Communications through bankruptcy in the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Bermuda, and the 
Cayman Islands (simultaneously). I am still using 
the air miles.  

SURPRISE

I retired in April.

FAVORITE LAW SCHOOL MEMORIES

There are too many to list. We were so lucky to 
have such great professors. Zyg Plater (“trespass 
de bonis asportatis”); Stan Surrey, Hugh Ault, 
and Paul McDaniel showing me that tax could be 
interesting; George Brown challenging everything 
I thought I knew about the Constitution, and  
many more. 

Great classmates, too. I won’t mention names,  
but one of my favorite memories is sitting outside 
in the sun, “proof-reading” for the Law Review.

BEST REASON TO ATTEND BC LAW

It is a tremendous legal education in 
an amazingly friendly, cooperative 
environment.

My wife, Susan, 
and I on a recent 
visit to my family in 
Buffalo, N.Y. Despite 
the T-shirt, she is a 
Londoner.

I may live in London, 
but my heart is in 
Beantown.



Jim McGiffin
jmcgiffin@declasi.org 
jimmcgiffin@verizon.net
500 N. State Street
Dover, DE 19901 
302-674-2070

YOUR WORK

Community Legal Aid Society, Inc.
Senior staff attorney
Delaware

Practicing? Yes. Civil legal services,  
poverty law. After law school, I found a job 
in Delaware doing civil legal services work, 
and that has been my career. I handle cases 
for victims of domestic violence and eviction 
defense for the poor. I was appointed to the 
bench by Delaware’s governor in 1994 and 
served a four-year term before returning to 
the legal services program. I was the state bar 
association president in June 2011 and served 
on the Dover City Council for five years. 
I work part-time for Delaware’s General 
Assembly as counsel to the Senate.

YOUR FAMILY

Spouse Kathy Doyle, a high school social 
studies teacher, whom I met in Boston.  
We have two children: daughter Bridget 
(25), a masters of social work student in 
Washington, D.C. and son Conor (23),  
an actor and singer, who lives in New York.

Your Life
PROUD

My wife and I have raised two children who are kind, 
interesting, and talented adults. They make the world 
a much better place in their own ways.  

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

I write a monthly column for the state bar newsletter, 
featuring a lawyer who is a good person as well as a 
competent professional. Happily, I have yet to run out 
of subjects.

SURPRISE

I often wear a kilt.

FAVORITE LAW SCHOOL MEMORY 

Law Revue—all three years; LAB and my mentor,  
Paul Tremblay.

BEST REASON TO ATTEND BC LAW 

BC Law is a quality school because of the great faculty 
and the great alumni network. And Boston is a great 
city in which to attend law school.

Jim at Friends of Folk. Santa and Family



Herbert Ogden
hogden@vermontel.net
214 South End Road
Mount Tabor, VT 05253
802-293-2510

YOUR WORK

Ogden Law Offices, P.C. 
President
Danby, Vt.

Practicing? Yes. Plaintiffs’ legal malpractice 
and employment law.

YOUR FAMILY

Wife Catherine Thomas and daughter  
Hannah Hergenhan.

Your Life
PROUD

Our smart, levelheaded daughter.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Receiving referrals from lawyers whom I have sued 
for malpractice.

SURPRISE

I support Bernie Sanders for president.

FAVORITE LAW SCHOOL MEMORY 

Professors who emphasized collaboration, not 
competition. In one of the first classes, a student asked 
a question that showed he wasn’t prepared. The next 
question from another student was designed to show 
that the previous question was stupid. The professor 
looked down from the lectern at the second questioner 
and rebuked him with: “We don’t do that here.”

BEST REASON TO ATTEND BC LAW 

Excellent professors and student body with diverse 
backgrounds.

I often ride my old Raleigh 28” bicycle to work.  
It’s a British Army World War I design I bought in 
1966, complete with terrifically heavy frame and rod 
brakes. It’s a good thing my office is only 2.5 miles 
away from home, on a level road. Herb with Cathy, his wife and bookkeeper, 

in his law office.
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